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SUBJECT: PRESS COMMENTS OF PRESIDENT SADAT AND SECRETARY 
KISSINGER BEFORE MEETING AT MAMOURA OF AUGUST 28, 1975 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: LIFE IS GOING TO BE DULL WHEN THIS 
IS OVER, MR. PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT: (LAUGHTER) 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, DO YOU EXPECT THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST 
VISIT TO EGYPT IN THIS SHUTTLE? 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER: NO, I AM CERTAIN I WILL BE BACK IN 
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EGYPT BECAUSE IN ANY EVENT I WILL BE VISITNG EGYPT ON MY 
WAY OUT OF THE AREA. 

Q. PRESIDENT SADAT, THE STORY AS WE UNDERSTAND IT NOW IS THAT 
THERE IS A VEUY GOOD POSSIBILITY THAT THE AGREEMENT WILL 
BE INITIALED EITHER SUNDAY OR MONDAY, MORE LIKELY SUNDAY. 
COULD YOU SHARE WITH US PLEASE, SIR, YOUR VIEWS ON WHEN 
YOU THINK THE AGREEMENT WILL BE INITIALED? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL, AS YOU SAID EXACTLY, THERE IS A GREAT 
POSSIBILITY. BUT AS TO THE DATE, I CANNOT SAY ANYTHING 
BEFORE I TALK WITH DR. KISSINGER. 

Q. WHAT ARE THE HESITATIONS ON YOUR PART NOW, SIR? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FROM OUR PART? 

Q. YES. 

PRESIDENT SADAT: THERE IS NO HESITATION AT ALL. 

Q. MR. PRESIDENT. COULD YOU TELL US WHAT EFFECT YOU THINK 
THIS AGREEMENT WILL HAVE ON AMERICAN -EGYPTIAN RELATIONS? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT HAS 
MANY DIMENSIONS. IT IS NOT ONLY ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
EGYPT AND THE UNITED STATES, BUT MAINLY IT IS PAVING THE 
WAY TOWARDS PEACE. ITS REPERCUSSIONS ON THE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN EGYPT AND THE UNITED STATES WILL BE VERY POSITIVE. 
BUT I ASSURE YOU THAT OUR RELATIONS NOW ARE IN THE BEST 
SHAPE. 

1. WOULD YOU EVENTUALLY LIKE TO GET MILITARY AID FROM THE 
UNITED STATES? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I HAVE TOLD THE CONGRESSMEN THIS QUITE 
FRANKLY, THAT I SHALL BE ASKING AMERICA TO SELL ME (ARMS), 

YES. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, DID YOU MEAN TO IMPLY IN YOUR RESPONSE 
TO THE FIRST QUESTION THAT THIS WAS YOUR LAST NEGOTIATING 
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VISIT TO THE AREA? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: NO, I EXPECT TO BE BACK IN EGYPT 
ON A NEGOTIATION AGAIN. 

1. PRESIDENT SADAT, ARE YOU GETTING ANY WORD OR ANY VIBR- 
ATIONS OUE OF MOSCOW AS TO HOW THEY SEE THE NEGOTIATIONS 
PROCEEDING? 
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PRESIDENT SADAT: NOT AT ALL. 

1. MR. PRESIDENT, DO YOU SEE ANYTING IN THE REMAINING 
DETAILS WHICH COULD HALT THE COMPLETION OF THE AGREEMENT? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FROM MY SIDE? 

Q. YES 

PRESIDENT SADAT: NO. I DO NOT SEE ANYTHING AT ALL. 

Q. SO THEN IT IS IUST A MATTER OF TIME AND DETAIL. 

PRESIDENT SADAT: THAT IS RIGHT, THAT IS RIGHT. 

Q. DR. KISSINGER, ARE YOU GOING TO MOSCOW AFTER YOUR TRIP 
TO THE MIDDLE EAST? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: NO, AFTER THIS TRIP I AM GOING HOME TO 
DELIVER A SPEECH AT THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

Q. MR. PRESIDENT, CAN YOU ENVISAGE IN YOUR LIFETIME A 
DIRECT MEETING BETWEEN HIGH-LEVEL EGYPTIAN AND HIGH-LEVEL 
ISRAELI OFFICIALS? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL LET US FIRST REACH THIS AGREEMENT, 

AND END THE STATE OF BELIGERENCY AT THE END OF THE NEXT 
PEACE PROCESS. AND THEN, AFTER THAT, WE CAN DISCUSS THIS, 

BUT NOT BEFORE THAT. 

1. MR. PRESIDENT, WHAT IS THE NEXT PEACE PROCESS? IS 
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THAT ANOTHER INTERIM STEP OR WILL THAT BE A FINAL STEP? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I HOPE IT WILL BE GENEVA. 

Q. WHICH WILL MEAN FINAL? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: FOR THE FINAL SOLUTION. 

Q. MR. PRESIDENT, DO YOU SEE ANY PROBLEMS FOR THE AGREEMENT, 
IF THERE SHOULD BE RESERVATIONS IN CONGRESS TO GO ALONG 
WITH THE PROPOSAL FOR THE ONE HUNDRED OR SO CIVILIAN 
TECHNICIANS TO BE STATIONED IN THE SINAI PASSES? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL, IT IS A PURELY INTERNAL PROBLEM FOR 
YOU. IT IS NOT MY PROBLEM. WE MUST WAIT AND SEE WHAT 
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WILL HAPPEN. 

Q. WOULD YOU HAVE RESERVATIONS WITH GOING AHEAD WITH THE 
AGREEMENT IF CONGRESS DID NOT APPROVE? 

$ 


PRESIDENT SADAT: WELL, AS I TOLD YOU BEFORE, LET US WAIT 
UNTIL WE REACH THE BRIDGE. 

Q. MR. PRESIDENT, CAN YOU TELL US TOO WHETHER YOU WILL 
BE GOING TO THE UNITED STATES TO PAY AN OFFICIAL VISIT 
AND WHEN? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: IF THIS AGREEMENT IS COMPLETED, SURE I 
SHALL BE PLANNING TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES- SOON. 

Q. HAVE YOU SETTLED ON THE DATE? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: NOT YET. 

1. MR. PRESIDENT, IF THERE IS AN ACCORD DO YOU ENVISAGE 
A DATE FOR WHEN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE COULD PURSUE 
TOWARDS AN OVERALL SETTLEMENT IN THE REGION? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: NOT YET, WE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED THIS YET. 
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1. WILL THERE BE ANY AMERICAN COMMITMENT, MILITARY COMM- 
ITMENT TO ISRAEL? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: NO, THERE WILL BE NO MILITARY COMM- 
ITMENT BY THE UNITED STATES AS PART OF THIS AGREEMENT 
OR RELATED TO THIS AGREEMENT. 

Q. (IN ARABIC) MR. PRESIDENT: WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS ABOUT THE 
FALSE NEWS CARRIED IN THE ARAB PAID PRESS ABOUT THE 
AGREEMENT? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: (IN ARABIC): THIS HAPPENED BEFORE DURING 
THE FIRST DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT, AND THIS IS NOT 
UNEXPECTED FROM THOSE NEWSPAPERS. 

1. MR. SECRETARY, THERE HAVE BEEN HOPES IN EGYPT THAT 
THIS TIME WHEN YOU COME BACK YOU WILL IN FACT HAVE 
BROUGHT WORD FROM ISRAEL THAT THE AGREEMENT IS WRAPPPED UP. 
WE ARE NOT QUITE AT THAT STAGE YET. IS THAT CORRECT? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I WILL HAVE TO HAVE A DISCUSSION WITH 
THE PRESIDENT. IT IS AN AGREEMENT. IT WILL HAVE SEVERAL 
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ANNEXES AND WE ARE NOT YET AT THAT STAGE WHERE WE CAN SAY 
THE WHOLE THING IS WRAPPED UP. 

1. MR. SECRETARY, THE PACE HAS OBVIOUSLY QUICKENED, I 
UNDERSTAND YOU ARE GOING BACK TO ISRAEL TONIGHT. DOES 
THIS INDICATE THAT YOU ARE GETTING DOWN TO THE WIRE ON 
THE AGREEMENT? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: OH, IT DEFINITELY INDICATES WE ARE 
GETTING DOWN TO THE WIRE. 

Q. WHO WILL SIGN THE AGREEMENT, DR. KISSINGER? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT IT WILL BE 
SIGNED - WELL WHY DON'T WE WAIT AND SEE (LAGUTHER) WHO 
WILL SIGN IT. 

Q. WOULD THE PRESIDENT KNOW WHO WILL SIGN IT, SIR? 
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PRESIDENT SADAT: IF DR. KISSINGER CANNOT TELL YOU, HOW CAN 
I TELL YOU. WE DID NOT TALK. WE DID NOT HAVE ANY DISCUSSIONS. 

Q. YES, BUT YOU ARE A PRESIDENT AND HE IS A SECRETARY. 
(LAUGHTER) 

Q. MR. PRESIDENT: DO YOU BELIEVE THAT ISRAEL HAS NEGOTIATED 
HONESTLY AND IN GOOD FAITH IN THIS PROCESS? 

PRESIDENT SADAT: I DID NOT NEGOTIATE WITH ISRAEL. I 
NEGOTIATED WITH DR. KISSINGER. AND I CAN ONLY SAY 
THAT DR. KISSINGER HAS BEEN LIKE HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN BEFORE; 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN HONEST AND TIRELESS - REALLY. 

Q. THANK YOU MR. PRESIDENT. 

EILTS 
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